
This is the text of a letter from the Rt Hon. Amber Rudd MP (Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change) to hunger striker Gayser Frackman dated 27 November 2015. The original is on
Department of Energy and Climate Change headed paper. We wonder if the two paragraphs in
orange were added by the Minister

Thank you for your letter dated 11 November. to the Prime Minister, about shale gas
exploration.

Whilst I understand that you feel very strongly about these matters, I am very sorry to
hear that you are protesting in this way, which is likely to be seriously damaging to your
health. I would recommend that you reconsider using this particular approach, in the
interests of your wellbeing.

The Government is committed to a low carbon and affordable future for energy. Gas - the
cleanest fossil fuel - still meets a third of our energy demand and we will need it for many
years to come. So it is vital that we seize the opportunity to explore the UK's shale gas
potential whilst maintaining the very highest safety and environmental standards, which
we have established as world leaders in extracting oil and gas over the past 50 years. The
Government is committed to developing this new source of energy as part of our work to
ensure our energy security. Developing shale gas could create a whole new British
industry, provide more jobs and make us less reliant on imports from abroad.

Our future energy supply must be safe, low cost and low carbon. Shale gas can create a
bridge while we develop renewables, improve energy efficiency and build new nuclear.
Britain will still need significant oil and gas supplies over the next few decades. Gas is the
cleanest fossil fuel and is likely to continue to be a major part of our energy mix for years
to come. This is not a renewables vs. shale question. Unlike wind turbines, gas is not just
used for generating electricity. It is also used for heating and cooking in our homes and far
the chemicals and manufacturing sectors which form an important part of our economy.
When the sun is not shining or the wind not blowing, gas is especially important for power
generation, as a flexible way to meet peaks in demand when there is more renewable
energy in the generation mix.

We are committed to reducing carbon emissions by 80% by 2050. Shale gas has a role to
play in helping us meet this target. Indeed, studies have shown that the carbon footprint
of electricity from UK produced shale-gas would likely be significantly less than coal and
also lower than imported Liquefied Natural Gas. As the UK's Committee on Climate
Change (CCC) said in 2013, the UK will "continue to use considerable albeit declining.
amount of gas well into the 2030s' and "if anything, using well-regulated UK shale gas..
could lead to lower overall greenhouse gas emissions than continuing to import gas'.

The CCC is an independent, statutory body, whose purpose is to advise the UK
Government and Devolved Administrations on emissions targets and report to Parliament
on progress made in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and preparing for climate
change. To make absolutely sure. we have included in the Infrastructure Act a
requirement to seek advice from the CCC on the implications of shale gas for our legally
binding carbon targets.



Reports by the Royal Society and Royal Academy of Engineering, as well as Public Health
England considered a wide range of evidence on hydraulic fracturing in the UK context
They concluded that risks can be well managed if the industry follows best practice.
enforced through regulation The UK has over 50 years' experience regulating the onshore
oil and gas industry aid measures are in place to ensure on-site safety, prevent
environmental contamination mitigate seismic activity and minimise emissions. A
company looking to develop shale will still need to obtain all the necessary permissions,
like planning and environmental permits In addition. operators in the UK are required to
disclose fully the composition of fracturing fluid additives as part of their application for
environmental permits The Environment Agency (EA) assesses the hazards presented by
fracturing fluid additives or drilling muds on a case-by-case basis and will not permit the
use of chemicals hazardous to groundwater where they may enter groundwater and cause
pollution. The EA has the power to restrict or prohibit the use of any substances where
they would pose an environmental risk. Our system is robust and we are proven world
leaders in well regulated, safe and environmentally sound oil and gas developments.

To reinforce these regulations, the Infrastructure Act 2015 brought forward a range of
further requirements if an operator is to carry out hydraulic fracturing. to provide the
public with confidence that this industry is being taken forward in a balanced way. These
include the assessment of environmental impacts. groundwater monitoring, community
payments and the exclusion of drilling in protected areas.

The locally-led planning system will ensure that any new development is appropriate for
its location The planning system is accompanied by separate environmental and health
and safety provisions. ensuring that a robust comprehensive and safe regulatory regime is
in place.

Planning is a quasi-judicial process, and any planning decision should be taken in line with
due process and a fair hearing, in light of the material considerations.

I hope this letter helps clarifying our regulatory regime and the strong safeguards
surrounding shale gas exploration.

Furthermore. should you wish to talk to someone regarding how this has affected you I
would encourage you to contact The Samaritans who offer free, confidential advice 24
hours a day, seven days a week They can be contacted on 08457 90 90 90. or by email to
jo@samaritans.org and their website gives details of your local group:
http://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help-you/contact-us

Yours sincerely

AMBER RUDD


