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Scrutiny Review Scope Draft
Proposed Title Scoping Date

Bathing Water Quality 12th October

Criteria and reasons for selecting topic

At the 27th September 2012 meeting of the Scrutiny Committee, it was agreed that a Scrutiny Panel be
established to undertake a review of the bathing water quality.

There are currently no beaches in the North West awarded a Blue Flag. A new Bathing Water Directive,
due to come into effect from 2015 puts an even stronger emphasis on beach management and public
information. The impact of the new directive could be that even more of the North West’s bathing waters
are at risk of not meeting the minimum standards expected of them. This would result in signs having to
be erected advising people not to bathe in those areas. The impact upon Blackpool’s tourist economy,
should this scenario arise, could be potentially severe.

How does this topic address the Council’s Mission, Vision, Values and Priorities?

The objectives of the scrutiny link with the Council’s Priority to ‘expand our tourism, arts, heritage and
cultural offer’.

How is it envisaged that the scrutiny will assist in meeting the objectives listed above?

The review will aim to ensure that that the Council works together with partner organisations such as the
Environment Agency, Marine Conservation Society, United Utilities and other Fylde coast local authorities,
in order to drive forward plans for improvements in the quality of bathing water.

What are the main objectives of the scrutiny?

The overall objective of the scrutiny review will be to ensure that plans and proposals to improve the
quality of bathing water at Blackpool’s beaches are drafted and implemented by the Council and its
partner organisations, in order to ensure Blackpool’s bathing waters meet the standards required of them.

What specific issues will be addressed as part of the scrutiny?

 The current standard of Blackpool’s bathing water.
 The legal standards required for bathing water and the implications should these fail to be met.
 The causes of bathing water pollution and the related policies of the key partner organisations to

tackle these issues.

What possible outcomes are envisaged in terms of service improvements / benefits to the
community?

It is envisaged that the scrutiny will result in improvements to the quality of bathing water. This should
result in the resort not suffering from a loss in tourism income which it could potentially suffer if the bathing
water does not meet the required standards. The review should benefit those members of the community
dependant on a thriving tourist economy, as well as benefitting the wider community through having safer
and cleaner bathing water for its enjoyment.

How will the public be involved? (consider invitations / press releases for meetings, consultation
with community groups / clubs, etc)

The review could potentially consult and invite comments / feedback from those businesses and traders
for whom a thriving tourist economy is essential. The aim of any consultation would be to ensure that all
stakeholders are aware of their responsibilities and how joint working could improve standards in bathing
water quality.
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How will the scrutiny achieve value for money for the Council / Council Tax payers?

The review will seek to ensure the avoidance of the potential negative impact upon Blackpool’s tourist
economy, should the bathing waters fail to comply with new Bathing Water Directive, due to come into
force in 2015. It has been estimated that the negative impact on the resort could be up to £1 billion in lost
tourism. Obviously, avoiding this scenario would achieve value for money for the Council and Council Tax
payers.

What primary / new evidence is needed for the scrutiny?

 Best practice information relating to the measures implemented at bathing waters rated as
‘excellent’.

 Plans and proposals drafted by the key partner organisations regarding how to improve bathing
water quality.

What secondary / existing information will be needed? (include background information / existing
reports (consider Internal Audit) / legislation / central government information and reports, etc.

 Reports detailing the current standards of bathing water at Blackpool’s beaches.
 The Marine Conservation Society’s Good Beach Guide.
 Current bathing water regulations and the new, revised Bathing Water Directive (2006/7/EC), the

measures of which are due to come into effect in 2015.

Which Council officers / departments will provide information, advice and assistance for the
scrutiny?

The review will be supported by the Assistant Chief Executive – Leisure and Operational Services and the
Head of Capital Projects and Regeneration

What type of meetings (e.g. fact finding, evidence gathering, consultations, questioning, site
visits), and how many in number are envisaged for the scrutiny?

It is envisaged that there will be fact-finding and evidence gathering meetings, consultations with key
partner organisations, such as the Environment Agency, Marine Conservation Society, United Utilities and
representatives from other Fylde coast local authorities.

Timescales / likely duration of enquiry

The review should be completed within six months.

Lead Scrutiny Officer

Chris Kelly

Scrutiny Panel Members

Councillor Mrs Callow (Lead Member)

Councillors Henderson MBE, Hutton, Lee and O’Hara.


