
NOTICE OF MOTION – FRACKING – 28.7.14.

“That Fylde Borough Council requests the Government to put a moratorium in place
in relation to fracking operations until such time that all regulatory, health and
community impacts are resolved and part of our legislation.”

I put forward this Notice of Motion as I believe that we, as the representatives of the
two communities which will be affected, if fracking is approved, should be listening
to the concerns of our residents and trying to ensure that our communities are fully
and appropriately protected. I am aware of at least one Member who has gone into
print to complain that he feels I am wasting his time by prompting this debate but I
refuse to apologise for voicing the concerns of those who elected us.

I am very well aware of the fact that it will be the County Council which determines
the planning applications, but I feel that it’s this Council, as the representatives of the
areas affected, which should, and can, make representations to Government. The
County Council may only consider the land use aspects of planning and must trust
that the regulatory agencies have done a proper job; it’s therefore for us to try to make
sure that this is the case.

This Motion is neither anti-fracking nor pro-fracking, it’s not political; it is intended
to appeal to the Government to ensure that this very new technology is properly
assessed and regulated.

Successive Governments have let this country down by not securing and ensuring that
our future energy supplies are in place and protected and I do realise how important
this is. They have also failed to provide sufficient energy infrastructure within
communities. The Government has a duty to keep the lights on and industry moving
but they also have a duty to our residents to make sure that everything is done in a
safe and regulated manner We’re now in a position that we’re rushing into new
technologies which may provide energy for our future uses, but this should not be
done without first ensuring that there will not be any potential damage to our residents
and future generations.

The new Energy Minister, Matthew Hancock, has recently announced that the
Government would make it much quicker for companies to get approval to drill for
shale gas, he says that he wants to slash in half the time taken for the planning process
but he can only do this if the correct regulatory procedures are in place

No lesser institution than “The Lancet” has recently published a paper on the possible
health implications of fracking. The County Council is presently carrying out a health
impact assessment looking at noise, light, pollution and the environmental impact
fracking could have on the communities subject to these applications. We must urge
County to look very carefully at all aspects of that assessment and to use its
information wisely and ask them to make “green completion” mandatory for all
phases of the exploration.



There are major shortcomings in the regulatory oversight regarding local
environmental and public health risks in relation to the migration of fluids, flaring and
disposal of waste and given all the question marks which still exist about the
processes used in fracking the Government must be urged to put an independent and
thorough regulatory regime in place and then make that regime part of our legislation.

To quote Professor Andersonof University College, London, in his oral evidence to
the Energy and Climate Change Committee, considering the impact of shale gas to
energy markets. When asked whether The Office for Unconventional Gas and Oil
would be a poacher or gamekeeper he replied “disturbingly it will be both and that is
the concern, it is the fox looking after the chickens”. Is this really what we want?

We have all received a Briefing Note today from Simon Greenhalgh on behalf of
Cuadrilla.

They inform us that an extensive Environmental Health Impact Assessment of the
proposed sites has been carried out by Arup, an independent and highly respected UK
Engineering and Environmental Consultancy. They omitted to inform you that it was
commissioned and paid for by Cuadrilla and it is presently being questioned in several
areas.

The email then quotes The Royal Society and The Royal Academy of Engineering
and also the Public Health England and I’m pleased to say that all these august bodies
made exactly the same point as this Notice of Motion which is, if shale extraction is to
be a low risk then best practice, management and regulation must be employed.

I urge those of you who care for our communities to support this Notice of Motion,
the first two applications are in Roseacre and Little Plumpton, but there could soon be
one coming to a field near you. As I have previously stated, this Motion is not anti-
fracking, only pro-safety, we must ensure that there are no adverse impacts on the
environment or on the health of the people you and I represent.


