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Concessionary bus travel 
 
The new concessionary bus travel scheme is proving a real goer with Fylde 

residents, indicated by an increase in the number of people applying for 

concessionary travel cards. 

 

Since April 1, over-60’s have been offered free travel within the Borough’s 

boundaries rather than the previous half-price fare. And five months into the 

new scheme figures for Fylde show that applications for a concessionary bus 

pass are up by a third.  

 

The scheme, introduced to encourage more people to consider buses when 

choosing their method of transport, also offers a reduced rate when travelling 

outside the borough. 

 

Cllr John Coombes, Leader of Fylde Council said: “This shows just how much 

the new scheme is appreciated and we are delighted the uptake has increased 

– showing many of our residents here in Fylde are taking advantage of the new 

savings. 

 

“There have been a lot of rumours about the funding of the scheme and we 

would also like to take this opportunity to reassure residents of the facts about 

where the money is coming from.” 

 

“Fylde Borough Council, in partnership with the other Lancashire districts, has 

implemented the free concessionary fares scheme which is more generous than 

that required by the Government. This is because not only does it enable free 



travel within the boundaries of Fylde, as the Government requires, but there is 

also half fare travel throughout the rest of Lancashire.  

 

“To achieve this the Council is currently budgeted to spend over £550,000, 

although the final cost could be greater.  

 

“On the question of the funding provided by the Government to implement the 

new scheme, and whether the Council is, in fact, using all of it to fund the 

scheme, this is difficult to answer as the Government has provided the money 

as part of the total grant we receive each year to help pay for all council 

services. Therefore any allegations that money has been misappropriated 

cannot be justified. 

 
“The Government has said that it will be making an extra £250 million available 

nationally to enable all pensioners to have free travel throughout the Country. 

This at least recognises the fact that council’s are not being provided with 

enough funding to provide other than the current scheme, which is limited to 

free travel within a council’s boundaries. Sadly, this extra money is only 

expected to be made available from April 2008.” 
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