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The successful Heritage Lottery Fund bid for Ashton Gardens will allow 
residents and visitors to spend an afternoon at a top-class “outdoor leisure 
centre”. Whether residents and visitors prefer an afternoon of activity or a 
leisurely stroll; want to enjoy leafy tranquillity or zip around on a skate park – 
there will be something for all. 

That’s the message from Fylde Borough Council as they look to both restore 
and develop following the successful Heritage Lottery fund application for 
Ashton Gardens in St Annes. 

The Council received the nod on Lottery funding for the well-loved venue in 
March this year, with a total grant of £1.436 million awarded and are currently 
working on Stage Two of the bid, which involves the development of detailed 
design in consultation with local stakeholders. 

The first stage of the bid saw consultants engaged to investigate options for 
spending the money on both restoration and creating a future heritage for 
residents and visitors to enjoy. 

The main principles of the project are: 

•  To provide activity areas for all age groups  

•  To respect the historic character and tranquillity of the gardens  

•  To improve safety and reduce vandalism  

• To improve botanical, ecological and educational aspects of the 
gardens 

Key projects include: 

• A proposal that the historic railings, which were removed for the war 
effort, be reinstated on St George’s Road and Clifton Drive North to 
return a greater sense of grandeur and quality to the main entrances.  

• That a building called the Ashton Institute be re-sited to a spot between 
the main gatehouse buildings on St George’s Road, where there used 
to be a theatre before it sadly burnt down. This will have a natural 
stone courtyard front and it is hoped will prove a strong attraction to 
visitors, encouraging people to sit outside and then take a stroll and 
explore the rest of the park.  

• The creation of a post at the venue, for a “Head Gardener”, who will act 
as a site-manager and marketer for the buildings and facilities, which 
will be managed commercially to ensure they pay for themselves.  

• Repairs and improvements to existing playground equipment and an 
extension of the play area to incorporate a woodland theme, including 



more adventurous play equipment eg. timber walkways.  

• Replacement of existing fences around bowling greens to protect the 
greens and avoid conflict between user groups.  

• Improving woodland walks by upgrading paths and diversifying the tree 
species mix.  

• Repairs and additional planting to ponds as well as the addition of 
interpretational boards detailing local wildlife and ecological 
information.  

• Development of and repairs to the rose garden, including educational 
boards providing information on the development of roses. 

Cllr Tim Ashton, Cabinet Member for Streetscene, said: “Whilst we do want to 
retain the sense of heritage in our parks and gardens it is also vital that we 
make them fit for 21st Century use and encourage residents and visitors of all 
ages to enjoy these magnificent facilities. 
“Many people have fond memories of their childhoods spent in the parks of 
Fylde, but what we also need to be mindful of is a need to support a sense of 
childhood fun in today’s children and young people by encouraging them to 
leave the computer games behind and enjoy an active day in the fresh air. 
“Only by doing so can we truly create a community which all share a pride in 
the parks, and new generations of adults with fond memories and affection for 
them.  
“To qualify for Heritage Lottery funding it is very important that we do not 
create a historically accurate time-capsule of the gardens but rather a space 
which caters for all, almost providing an outdoor leisure centre which can 
compete with other places which are vying for people’s attention and 
patronage.” 
The Stage Two details will be submitted in January 2007 with a final decision 
from the Heritage Lottery expected around June. Stage Three will then see 
the implementation of the scheme, which is expected to begin in October 
2007. 
 


