
GREAT ECCLESTON IS UNDER THREAT. READ ON, ACT NOW.
Wyre Borough Council has prepared a draft Core Strategy setting out proposals for this area. If you wish to
preserve Great Eccleston's identity it is vital that you comment on the proposals.

Wyre Borough Council plans to allow a MINIMUM of 200 new dwellings within the Central Rural Plain - that
is the area between Garstang and Poulton stretching from Great Eccleston as far north as Forton. The Core
Strategy highlights Great Eccleston as a main service centre for the rural areas because of the services that it has
(Health Centre, Dentist, schools, shops, post office, pubs). Most of you will realise that many of these services
are already up to capacity- have you tried to get an appointment at the Health Centre or register at the Dentist's?
Our drainage struggles to cope, our streets are often choked with cars and it can be difficult to find anywhere to
park. Because the Borough Council has allowed services in neighbouring villages to decline (look at St.
Michaels) by putting a blanket ban on new houses for the last 8 years, Great Eccleston will probably bear most
of these new houses. This would significantly impair the character of our community; we can't afford to risk the
worst-case scenario becoming a reality.

The Parish Meeting last week revealed that Great Eccleston parish council commissioned an independent
housing needs survey because it didn't trust Wyre Borough Council's assessed figures for local housing needs. It
turned out that there was a significant difference in the numbers of houses needed and also in the type of houses
needed for Great Eccleston. Wyre Borough Council used its apparently flawed figures to justify a housing
development on Hall Lane. Worse still the Borough's Core Strategy bases its figures on that survey. The
Borough's survey was 40% funded by Regenda Ltd., who is also the developer for the Hall Lane site!

We are not going to end up with what we need - we are going to end up getting far more of what we DON'T
need (unless you happen to think 200 houses are going to be good for us!). We need gradual growth to meet the
needs of elderly relatives needing to move to be near their family, offspring struggling to buy locally, or
growing families who need more space. Those moving here through choice will be buying market housing from
others who are leaving, which balances itself out. Rightmove.co.uk indicates 233 houses, flats and bungalows
for sale with asking prices of £150000 or less in a 5 mile radius. There are 22 properties for sale in the village.

Sudden large scale increase in housing will destroy Great Eccleston. Wyre Borough Council and Regenda will
fill the surplus houses with people off their waiting lists from elsewhere (people who may have no real desire to
live in the village or contribute to it). This neatly solves their waiting list (or evicted households) problem.

The really clever bit that nobody will have told you about is something called the "New Homes Bonus". Under
this scheme, for each new house built the Government pays the Borough Council a bonus, equal to the council
tax for the house for 6 years. Another £350 is added if it is an "affordable house". In other words Wyre Borough
Council raises extra revenue by building houses that probably aren't needed. Unbelievable? Check for yourself.

By the way, "Affordable Housing" is not cheap market housing that you can ever own outright. It is a mixture of
rented or part-owned houses developed, owned and run by a Housing Association or similar provider. What are
really needed by most young people are cheap, market homes to enable them to achieve the security and sense
of belonging that comes with home ownership.

This is not about building houses that are needed. This is about meeting targets and about money - meanwhile it
will not help our community one bit. There is nothing in it for Great Eccleston.

Comment on the Core Strategy by 5pm on 21st May. You may wish to:
-Tell the Borough Council to provide only those houses essential to provide for the existing needs of the village
where they are located.
-Tell them not to touch prime agricultural land around our villages when other houses can be bought & re-used.
-Tell them to put houses in the urban areas where they will not have an adverse impact.
-Make it clear that we want to be able to address our own real needs.
http://consult.wyrebc.gov.uWportal/planning/cs/preferred-options

If you don't do something our village will change for the worse. This information was not
issued by the parish council. It was issued by concerned residents who love their village.


