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NOTES OF ‘PLANNING MEETING’

Present: FCAG: Jon Harrison, Fred Moor; FBC: Cllr Trevor Fiddler, Cllr John Bennett;
SWAG: John Rowson, S. Elisabeth Rugman; DL: Margaret Collinson; LSACS: Susan
Cornah; QED: Pietro Simone, Adrian Fielding; CROWD: Tony Guest, Brian Rendle;
BALLAM: Stanley Kitt; CPRE: John Westmoreland, Don Moore; WAG: Andrea Galbraith, E
Bradbury, L Fleetwood. Apologies: FCAG: Bob Plant; LSACS: Marion Coupe

1. Jon Harrison chaired the meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves. He
explained that Cllr Trevor Fiddler had asked the Fylde Civic Awareness Group to facilitate
an informal exploratory meeting of local groups concerned with planning issues, and that
Cllr Fiddler would lead the discussion.

2. Cllr Fiddler thanked FCAG for arranging the meeting and said it had not been possible to
arrange for a FBC officer to attend but if there were future meetings he would hope to
bring an officer.

3. He set out the background to the Eric Pickles concept of localism which sought to put
local people in charge of their own destiny. He felt the need for more and better
engagement between councillors, officers and local people, and wanted the community to
tell the council what localism was.

4. He commended the professionalism and expertise of the people present at the meeting
and wanted to tap into their planning skills that had impressed him so much.

5. Setting the scene for the discussion he explained it was very important for him to have a
body of people such as those assembled to help determine Fylde’s housing numbers. We
could not go back to the moratorium. Fylde needed to decide what housing was
appropriate, and where it should be located.

6. He asked the meeting to consider and advise him what the nature of the engagement
between the Council and the community should be in this matter, and how those
assembled would like to participate and put forward their ideas.

7. Cllr Bennett said they would like to move toward what he called ‘Planning Management’
where officers discuss proposals and plans not only with the applicant, but also with those
who object.
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8. Cllr Fiddler noted the present Cabinet System had not been conducive to involving a wide
range of opinions and that had hampered the involvement and understanding of
councillors in policy, but FBC hoped to move back to a Committee system following
legislation promised in the near future by the new Government.

9. Cllr Fiddler said that as part of that change, he wanted the Development Control
Committee to become the planning policy formulation body so as to widen the range of
views that input to policy.

10. Looking at the pressures on housing he said they chiefly comprised:
 population growth.

 fragmented families leading to single occupancy of housing
 immigration

Added to this is the perception that Fylde is seen as an attractive place to live, which
further adds to the pressure for housing.

11. It was necessary to conclude, and to do with some urgency, what housing numbers are
needed, what types of housing was needed, and where it should be located. Such
decisions also need to be evidence-based, but he felt the present evidence base was not
necessarily the one that was needed, yet the difficult financial situation facing the public
sector meant that large scale comprehensive studies were unattainable and there is
pressure to produce evidence quickly. In particular he cast doubt on the main body of
work done by Fordham Research which he thought did not adequately separate actual
housing need from the aspirational desire for lower housing costs from would-be housing
applicants.

12. He gave a full and frank discourse as to how, over the last ten or fifteen years, councillors
had come to find themselves in the present unsatisfactory position, and gave an
assurance it was his intention to change from now forward. He recognised that making
the directional change would be difficult for planning policy officers because once
something becomes settled policy, it becomes ingrained into the organisational culture
and unpicking that position is often slow and difficult, but he wanted the public to help
engage in the process, and asked how the group assembled wanted to engage.

13. There followed a wide-ranging and frank discussion about the ability of councillors to
deliver the aspirations of the local communities in Fylde in the face of settled policy and
Government intervention. It was noted that many people and community groups had
simply ‘given up’ on the council. Faced with ‘listening without hearing’, those in the
community who should have been more proactive have atrophied, become demoralised,
and given up, or at least ceased to have proper effect

14. Suggestions that emerged from the discussion included:
 using information from Parish Plans as part of the evidence base;

 the need for a vision that would sit above policy and define what sort of place
Fylde should be in the future;

 the need to agree/define what constitutes ‘housing demand’
 the use of commuted sums

 the need to get people enthused and excited about the process

15. Broadly speaking, the meeting saw the need for planning policy to apply to the whole
Fylde area, but noted that needs often differed within the variety of communities that
constitute the Borough, and planning policy should be capable of nuances to
accommodate such diversity.

16. There was also a perceived need for: a vision for the area; a more reliable assessment of
housing demand to produce a new (or modif ied existing) evidence base; an identification
of the types of development that would be appropriate within these parameters; and to
identify appropriate locations for development.
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CONCLUSIONS

Bringing the threads together, the discussion concluded around two parallel courses of action

 ROADSHOWS
The council will formulate a roadshow to visit every parish and community to meet
the public together with their local borough / town / parish councillors and ask how
people living there want to see their area in, say, ten years time. Cllr Fiddler will
set this in hand.

 EVIDENCE REVIEW
The council’s officers will provide the Fylde Civic Awareness Group with a
list/copy of the evidence base the Council has been using / might expect to use as
its evidence base in policy formulation. Cllr Fiddler will advise officers accordingly.

FCAG will circulate that evidence around the groups by email with a request for
comment / challenge / concerns / suggestions by a given date.

FCAG will collate and summarise the responses and re-circulate as a composite
prior to arranging a meeting to debate the evidence and identify where change
may be needed.

FCAG will then arrange a meeting or series of meetings with Councillors and
officers where the groups can present / press their case.


