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Dear Sir,

I write to you on behalf of the Parish Council. During the meeting of the full Council
yesterday evening it was resolved to strongly object to the proposal of Warton being
designated as an ‘Assisted Area’ in response to that proposed in the draft assisted areas
map 2014 – 2020, Stage 2 Assisted Areas Order Consultation.

On review of the principles and regulations of the order members contested that the Warton
area met any of the principles outlined and the nomination was solely based on the
circumstances that Westby and Warton ward shares a boundary with certain Blackpool
wards. It is acknowledged that while some of those areas fell in the criteria of assessment to
link the rural villages of Warton and Westby on this association was not only detrimental to
the wards and their neighbours, but also ultimately demeaned the efforts of the Fylde
Borough Council.

External influence and land availability have already led to extended residential
developments within the village boundary and the adoption of the Enterprise Zone at part of
the existing BAE systems location, which attracts its own independent sources of funding
and commercial incentives, is intended by Central Government to regenerate the locality and
the region around the Fylde. As the purpose of such designation as an assisted area is to
encourage industrial growth to small and medium sized companies there is to be no
perceived benefit to the ward and the ‘stigma’ attached to the rural villages being associated
with being ‘disadvantaged, deprived and impoverished’ far outweighs the complacency of



being included along with these other areas who may have a genuine reason to seek such
assistance.

While the Parish Council and members of the community would like to see future investment
in the area, the current infrastructure of traffic or service facilities are considered poor by
many, future development should be controlled locally and in accordance with the ideals of
the Government toward community involvement and having a voice in their future. It is
somewhat concerning to note that no advance communication was made with the local
Councillors or Community to indicate or ascertain the views of such intention to nominate the
area for ‘assisted are’ status and these matters came to light from an off chance email
communication to the Ward Borough Councillors days before the consultation stage 2
closes.

In conclusion the Bryning with Warton Parish Council object strongly to being included in the
Assisted Area Order, it should be removed from the areas designated and members believe
that the Borough Council should formally oppose its inclusion. It will have a negative
connotation not only on the Wards of Warton and Wesby but also their immediate
neighbours Lytham, Freckleton and Wrea Green and will undermine any future development
and regeneration in the Fylde sought by the Borough Council.

Yours Faithfully

Anthony Wood
Clerk to the Council.


