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Fylde Peninsula Water Management 

 
1. Purpose of Report 

 
 1.1 

 
To agree the Council’s involvement in a water management partnership for 
the Fylde peninsula. 
 
 

2. Outcomes 
 

 2.1 A holistic partnership approach to water management for the Fylde area. 
 

 2.2 Potential to leverage external funding to sustain the wider environment 
through a long-term approach to water management across the peninsula. 
 
 

3. Recommendation 
 

 3.1 That the Council agree to participate in the Water Management Partnership 
for the Fylde Peninsula. 
 

 3.2 
 

That the Council assist Blackpool with the project management of the 
scheme, generating income which will reduce in-house costs. 
  
 

4. Background 
 

 4.1 There are significant water management and quality issues that specifically 
affect the Fylde Peninsula and its coast. These fall under three broad 
themes; 

• coastal protection,  
• surface water and drainage, and 
• water quality, including bathing water. 
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 4.2 Coastal protection 

 
  The Fylde peninsula continues to be a focal point for coast protection works, 

having attracted significant Government investment over recent years.  
Within Wyre, the Cleveleys 'New Wave' scheme cost approximately £26m 
and provided protection to 8,700 residential properties and 219 commercial 
properties. These works covered a 1.2km stretch of coast and attracted 
significant regeneration funding from other sources to redevelop the 
promenade, sea front, highway infrastructure and create new 
commercial/business opportunities.   
 

  4.2.1 Priorities moving forward include the Rossall scheme in Fleetwood 
which will protect 7,500 properties, 400 industrial units and borders 
the environmentally designated site of Morecambe Bay. The 
business case is being developed with a view to a bid being 
submitted to the Environment Agency so that work can begin on site 
in 2012/13. The scheme has an anticipated cost of £60m. 
 

  4.2.2 Similarly in Blackpool a scheme to improve a 1 km length of sea wall 
at Anchorsholme, is being developed to protect over 1600 properties 
and significant critical infrastructure at an estimated cost of £17 
million. A business case is being prepared, again to underpin a bid 
for funding in 2012/13. 
 

  4.2.3 Key outcomes from such coast protection schemes are their ability 
to drive regeneration, inward investment and tourism, particularly in 
deprived areas. 
 

 4.3 Surface water and drainage 
 

  Lancashire CC and Blackpool BC received Defra funding to produce a 
Surface Water Management Plan (SWMP). It received this funding based on 
the risk of surface water flooding to approximately 3,500 properties. The 
numbers of properties at risk from surface water flooding in Fylde and Wyre 
are 1,652 and 1,343 respectively. There are drainage links between all 3 
authorities, so the effective management of flooding needs to be considered 
across administrative boundaries. Wyre officers have had continued 
involvement in the development of both LCC’s and Blackpool’s SWMP. 
 



  4.3.1 The management of surface water is a key development issue on 
the Fylde coast The level of diffuse pollution arising from the 
disposal of surface water on the Fylde has a significant impact on 
bathing water quality. A lack of capacity in the combined sewer 
system has led United Utilities to impose a 5 year embargo on all 
new connections in the Blackpool area. Major new housing 
developments cannot proceed unless some capacity can be freed 
up in the existing system. This may involve separating surface water 
from the combined sewer system, for example through the 
introduction of sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS), and this 
will need to be carefully managed to ensure it does not exacerbate 
flooding or pollute rivers and bathing waters. Wyre has a key role in 
developing these initiatives and providing solutions with multiple 
benefits across the Fylde peninsular. 
 

 4.4 Water/Bathing Water Quality 
 

  Within the Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre areas there are 32 Water Framework 
Directive "Water Bodies". 
 

  4.4.1 Water bodies are sections of surface water (lengths of river, lake, 
estuary, coastal water) or groundwater which have unique quality 
characteristics. Hence a river may consist of several water bodies, 
as its flow characteristics, and interaction with human activity (e.g. 
sewage discharge, extraction) vary its quality along its length. 
 

  4.4.2 Across the Fylde peninsula, 17 water bodies have been classified as 
being of Good Ecological Status, 14 as being Moderate and 1 as 
Poor.  
 

  4.4.3 In addition, there are 8 designated bathing waters in the area 
adjacent to the Fylde Peninsula: St Anne's, St Anne's North, 
Blackpool South, Blackpool Central, Blackpool North, Bispham, 
Cleveleys, and Fleetwood. These bathing waters are also classed 
as 'Protected Areas' under the Water Framework Directive. 
 

  4.4.4 Under the current Bathing Waters Directive there have been two 
occasions since 2000 when Fylde peninsula bathing waters have 
failed to meet the required standards. Both failures were at St 
Anne's Pier. 
 

  4.4.5 From 2015 bathing waters will be classified under the revised 
Bathing Water Directive. The revised standards are twice as 
stringent as those currently applied and will be based on a four year 
rolling dataset rather than a single year's data. Where bathing water 
is classified as 'Poor', advice against bathing will have to be posted. 
Following 5 consecutive years of failure, the issuing of permanent 
advice against bathing will be mandated and the bathing water will 
be de-designated as such. 
 



  4.4.6 Projected results for the revised Bathing Water Directive based on 
2007-2010 data indicate that all of the Fylde Peninsula bathing 
waters are at risk of being classified as poor, with obvious 
consequences for tourism and the economy. 
 
 

5. Key Issues and Proposals 
 

 5.1 The independent themes of Coastal Defence, Surface Water and Bathing 
Water Quality are critical in enabling a sustainable coastal community, 
attracting and protecting investment and protecting and enhancing the coast.
 

 5.2 The Environment Agency have secured £340,000 under the Bathing Water 
Directive schemes bidding process which will be used for the following 
projects and measures in our local area: 
 
 
 
 

   Projects for Delivery 
   • Infrastructure Surveys 

• Diffuse urban pollution surveys in Blackpool 
• Tidal impacts on bathing waters investigation 
• Agricultural Impacts on bathing waters 

 
   Projects for development 
   • Smart Sponges 

• Exemplar SUDs Scheme  
• Misconnections campaign 
 

   Other Measures 
   • Identification of additional/future funding 

• Development of funding bids 
 

 5.3 A local Water Management Partnership for the Fylde Peninsula is being set 
up to deal with the above issues and will also act as a steering group for the 
development of integrated coastal scheme procurement and surface water 
management. 
 

 5.4 While Blackpool BC will be the lead authority for the Partnership, Wyre has 
offered to assist with the project management of the scheme, effectively 
reducing the cost to the Council of the Engineering team by approximately 
£10,000. 
 
 

6. Delegated Functions 
 

 6.1 
 

The matters referred to in this report are considered under the following 
Executive Function delegated to the Neighbourhood Services Portfolio 
Holder (as set out in Part 3 of the Council’s Constitution): 
 
“”To consider any matter relating to the Council’s responsibilities for land 
drainage, water courses or the prevention of flooding, and 
 



To consider any matter relating to the Council’s responsibilities for coast 
protection or the provision and maintenance of sea defences.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

IMPLICATIONS 

Finance The offer of assistance to Blackpool towards project 
management of the scheme requires prior agreement from 
the Environment Agency and Blackpool.  The cost has been 
based on rates agreed between the Council and Fylde for 
assistance on coastal defence matters. 
 
The project management assistance will generate income for 
the Council of £10,000 based on the commitment of a total of 
200 hours. 
 

Legal An agreement will need to be drawn up to formalise the 
arrangements proposed. 

Community Safety Not applicable. 
 

Equality and Diversity Not applicable. 
 

Sustainability Effective management of water is essential for the 
sustainability of the area, both in social and economic terms. 
 

Health and Safety Not applicable. 
 

Risk Management There is a high risk to the Borough’s tourism and economy 
should the Bathing Water Directive standards not be met. 
 

Asset Management By working in partnership and innovative solutions to joint 
issues better asset management and direction of resource 
across the Fylde peninsular will be achieved. 
 

Climate Change Mitigating against the effects of climate change will be an 
important part of the consideration of the studies and the 
partnership. 
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Record of Decisions made by the  
Neighbourhood Services Portfolio Holder 
 
Record of a decision taken by a Wyre Borough Council Portfolio Holder 
 
 
1. Police Community Support Officers 
 
On 18 August 2011, the Corporate Director of People and Places submitted a report 
to the Neighbourhood Services Portfolio Holder to advise the Portfolio Holder of the 
performance of Council part funded PCSOs during the period April-June, 2011. 
 
Decision Taken 
 
For the reasons outlined in the report, the portfolio holder noted the details of the 
report and agreed that any amendments be incorporated  into the reporting 
arrangements for the next quarter. 
 
 
2. Fylde Peninsula Water Management 
 
On 18 August 2011, the Corporate Director of Resources submitted a report to the 
Neighbourhood Services Portfolio Holder to agree the Council’s involvement in a 
water management partnership for the Fylde peninsula. 
 
Decision Taken 
 
For the reasons outlined in the report, the portfolio holder agreed 
 
(i) that the Council agree to participate in the Water Management Partnership for 

the Fylde Peninsula. 
 

(ii) that the Council assist Blackpool with the project management of the scheme, 
generating income which will reduce in-house costs. 

 
 
Date of Publication: 25 August 2011 
 
When will this decision be implemented? 
All decisions will be put into effect five working days from the date of publication, 
unless a decision is “called-in” by any four Members of Wyre Borough Council within 
that period. The “call-in” procedure is set out in  Part 4 of the Council’s Constitution 
(Paragraph 16 of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules).  
 
If a decision is “called-in”, the Customer Services Watchdog Committee may decide 
that the original decision should be upheld or ask the Portfolio Holder to reconsider 
the decision. 
 
arm/ph/ne/dn/180811 

http://www.wyrebc.gov.uk/Find/48304


4. Land or property where a firm in which I have an interest is a tenant of the 
Council: 
(Insert the full address.  Only land or property within the Borough of Wyre should be included). 
 

 None. 

  
5. Land or property within the Council’s area for which I have a licence (alone or 

jointly with others) to occupy for 28 days or longer: 
(Insert the full address.  Only land or property within the Borough of Wyre should be registered). 
 

 None. 

  
6. Bodies to which I have been appointed or nominated by the Council as its 

representative:  
(eg. a Partnership Group or Board, such as the Wyre Community Safety Partnership, the Wyre 
Strategic Partnership, the Wyre Fish Dock Management Company, Citizens’ Advice Bureau). 
 

 

Wyre Community Safety Partnership 
Wyre Strategic Partnership 
Safer Lancashire Board 
LGA Coastal Issues Special Interest Group 
LGA Rural Commission 
N.W. Coastal Group 
Parking & Traffic Regulations Outside London Adjudication Joint Committee 
Director of Lancashire Partnership Against Crime Limited 24/6/2011 
Fylde Peninsula Water Management Group 19/12/11 

  
7. Bodies exercising functions of a public nature of which I am a member or 

participate in the activities of: 
(eg. Lancashire County Council, a Town or Parish Council a Health Trust). 
 

 Poulton Market Town Initiative (as Councillor). 

Fred Moor
Highlight


